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"I would like for you - the people of this beautiful City of San Francisco, the
City that I shall remember as the one that made my youth such a colorful
event - to accept my most loved one, "The Mermaid." My entire youth was
spent in carrying on a conversation with her. She was the one who gave me
courage when I was lonely and weak. She is a lonely heart, too. I tried to
encourage her when she was depressed by talking to her about the Golden
Gate Bridge that she had longed to see. Both of us were tied together strongly
by trusting each other with the impatience of young lovers. The two of us
left Nishinomiya Port on the night of May 12, 1962. Putting entire
confidence in the strength of this little lover of mine, we set sail into the vast
ocean ahead of us...It is unbearable for me, now, to leave her behind in a
foreign country. It pains my heart terribly to think that she is left behind alone.
You will please be kind to her. Please be kind to my tired lover; please be
good to her. Although she may look a bit unpainted and pale, I don't doubt
that she is most serenely contented inside. She is injured all over, but she is
immersed in the memories of her 94 days on high seas. Will you please speak
to her, this lonely heart, when you are moved to do so. And will you please
listen to her talk about the stars, the waves and the skies over the Pacific
Ocean. And recall for a short moment, if you will, the deed of a young
Japanese, who loved the yacht and the United States of America." (SAFR
Catalog 3708)
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